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Center in Cultural Studies. She has professional experience as an inde-
pendent consultant, compliance analyst, and program evaluator in
health and human services. Her research interests also include global-
ization and development in the Americas, and cultural studies encom-
passing corporate responsibility, attraction-based marketplaces, and
tourism.

Kevin Brennan, an international programs and financial consultant based in
southern Vermont, is the former Director of African Programs for the
School for International Training, and has worked with the United
Nations, the Africa-America Institute, the University of North
Carolina, and other organizations and institutions.  Mr. Brennan has
lived and worked in Lesotho, Kenya, South Africa, and Uganda, and
traveled extensively throughout Africa.

Jennifer Coffman is assistant professor of anthropology at James Madison
University and also teaches courses in African and African American
Studies. Her teaching and research interests include cultural anthropol-
ogy and ethnography, political ecology, development and environmen-
talism, post-colonialism, Africa, and anthropology of education. She and
co-author Kevin Brennan helped establish a summer program in Kenya
in 1995 for The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Jennifer
organized and led James Madison University’s first summer study
abroad program to Kenya in May, 2003.

John Engle is the co-founder of the American University Center of Provence and
maître de conférences and tenured faculty at the Université de Toulon et du
Var. He has written extensively on international education, and has
taught at UCLA, Occidental College, Illinois Wesleyan University and
the Université de Provence 

Lilli Engle is the co-founder and Director of the American Center of Provence and
President of International Cultural Services. She serves as a member of
the Board of Directors of Experiment in International Living (France)
and is former president of the home exchange network, HomeLink
International.
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Patricia Farrell is an evaluation specialist at the University of Michigan’s
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources Education and
Communication Systems Center for Evaluative Studies. Her area of
expertise is adult learning, assessments, evaluation, and using technology
to provide structural support for academic staff. 

Christina Isabelli García is an assistant professor in the Department of Hispanic
Studies at Illinois Wesleyan University, where she teaches courses in sec-
ond language acquisition, Hispanic linguistics, and history of the
Spanish language. Her research interests include the relation between
social networks and the linguistic and oral communication development
of university study abroad students. 

Patti McGill Peterson is executive director of the Council for International
Exchange of Scholars (CIES) and vice president of the Institute of
International Education (IIE). She is former President of Wells College
and of Saint Lawrence University.

Mark Ritchie is the director of the International Sustainable Development
Studies Institute, an initiative of Kalamazoo College, based in Chiang
Mai, Thailand. He has been Kalamazoo College Thailand program’s res-
ident director for the last five years, having lived and worked in
Thailand off and on since 1989.  While a Ph.D. student at University of
California Berkeley, he received a Fulbright scholarship to study the
impact of development on Northern Thai villages. In addition to teach-
ing in and leading study abroad programs, he is active in program eval-
uation and assessment for international development organizations
throughout Asia.  

Leslie Root, a Gulf Coast-based clinical psychologist now in private practice, is
former director of the Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Clinical
Team at the Veteran’s Affairs’ Gulf Coast Health Care System in
Gulfport, Mississippi. She is an expert in the assessment and treatment
of war-related PTSD.

Raymond Scurfield is an associate professor of Social Work at the University of
Southern Mississippi. He has a distinguished national and international
record as a PTSD clinician/manager and an innovative therapy and pro-
gram developer. Other areas of expertise include race-based trauma,
family and peer-group therapy, outreach, and community-based mental
health.



Murari Suvedi is Assistant Dean of International Studies and Programs at
Michigan State University, where he is associate professor of extention
education at the Department of Agriculture and Natural Resource
Education and Communication Systems, and coordinates the Center for
Evaluative Studies.  

J. Scott Van Der Meid is the Director of Study Abroad at Brandeis University.
He serves on the advisory boards for the SECUSSA Committee on
Under-representation in Education Abroad; the Rainbow Special
Interest Group; and the SECUSSA Data Collection Working Group. He
serves on the Advisory Council for the Forum on Education Abroad and
as the chair of the Forum’s Data Committee.

Andrew Wiest is professor of history at the University of Southern Mississippi,
a specialist in military history and Modern British history. He serves as
Deputy Director of USM’s British Studies Program and Coordinator of
the Faculty Exchange with Sandhurst.


